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CHILDSAVERS CELEBRATES 100th ANNIVERSARY 

 

RICHMOND, VA –  ChildSavers, formally known as the Children’s Memorial Guidance Clinic, 

proudly celebrates its 100th anniversary on August 8th 2024. 

The clinic was established in memory of Dr. McGuire Newton, one of Richmond’s first 

pediatricians, and opened on August 8, 1924 at 1001 East Clay Street. Martha Patteson Bowie 

(Mrs. Melville C.) Branch connected concerned citizens to create an innovative agency to 

provide physical and mental examinations to children free of charge. 

As one of the pioneering original 10 child guidance clinics in the United States, ChildSavers was 

the first of its kind in the South. The Clinic offered diagnosis and therapeutic guidance for any 
child who came to the agency. In 1948, services expanded to include adults with increased 

funding from community partners. The clinic partnered early on with the Junior League of 

Richmond who provided therapeutic workshops offering art and woodworking classes. 

Today, expressive therapies are still a critical tool our therapists use to help clients in therapy 

sessions. ChildSavers is responding to the youth mental health crisis through partnerships to 

provide clinical mental health services in 15 public schools in Richmond, five public schools in 
Hopewell, and most recently, Colonial Heights. In 2004, ChildSavers created the first trauma 

response program in the Commonwealth. The program, which still exists today, is dedicated to 

immediate response and counseling services for children experiencing recent trauma. 

In the early 1980s, ChildSavers expanded its impact by launching a child development services 

(CDS) department, featuring free or low-cost training to support child care providers, parents, 

and the community to enhance early childhood care. It operates early child care initiatives for 
Central Virginia, creating safer learning environments, facilitating the provision of nutritious 

meals, and improving teacher-child interactions. Our CDS team currently serves 70 localities 

across the Commonwealth. 

ChildSavers impacts thousands of children, their families, and child care providers each year. In 

our most recent fiscal year, ChildSavers provided mental health counseling to 1,002 children in 

its outpatient clinic, school-based sites, and through its psychiatry and immediate response 
programs. The organization mentored and trained 4,784 child care professionals, improving the 

quality of care and learning in preschool for 36,722 children five years old and younger. 
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ChildSavers CEO, L. Robert Bolling says, “As we celebrate and look back at 100 years of 
serving our community’s children with mental health and child development services, we must 

look forward. We are dedicated to continuing our mission of providing trauma-informed 

services to children, their families, and child care providers. Together, we will build a brighter 
future, helping one child at a time.” 

 

About ChildSavers 
 

ChildSavers is a Central Virginia nonprofit organization whose mission is to guide our 

community’s children through life’s critical moments with trauma-informed mental health and 
child development services. ChildSavers is the only nonprofit in Virginia using a coordinated 

prevention and intervention model to prepare children for school, address mental health, and 

recover from trauma.  
 

ChildSavers is a community-supported nonprofit governed by a volunteer Board of Directors. 

They are licensed by the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Services 
and accredited by the Council on Accreditation for Child and Family Services. Their offices are 

located at 200 North 22nd Street in the East End of Richmond. To learn more about their 

programs and services visit www.childsavers.org or call (804) 644.9590.  
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